
REPORT TITLEREPORT TITLEwww.inscop.ro

Nationally representative opinion poll
Data collected during February – March 2026

Samples for each of the two collection waves from February 23-27 and March 3-13, 2026: 1100 respondents, error ± 2.9%

National Security Barometer

www.inscop.ro           www.strategicthinking.ro 

http://www.inscop.ro/
http://www.strategicthinking.ro/
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Sondaj de opinie reprezentativ la nivel național
Date culese în perioada 23-27 februarie 2026 (Secțiunea 1), respectiv 3-11 martie 2026 (Secțiunea 2)

Eșantioanele pentru ambele cercetări: 1100 respondenți, eroare ± 2.9%

Barometrul Securității Naționale

www.inscop.ro www.strategicthinking.ro

http://www.inscop.ro/
http://www.strategicthinking.ro/
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Methodology

− The research conducted by INSCOP Research at the request of Strategic Thinking Group 
included two waves of collection, during February 23-27, 2026, and March 3-13, 2026, 
respectively.

− Research method: interview via questionnaire

− The data were collected using the CATI method (telephone interviews), and the sample size 
was 1100 people for each survey.

− The samples are representative of significant socio-demographic categories (gender, age, 
occupation) for the non-institutionalized population of Romania, aged 18 and over.

− The maximum permissible error of the data is ± 2.9%, at a confidence level of 95%.
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Romania’s security level

Do you consider Romania, at present, to be a safe or unsafe country in terms of national security? 
(% total sample)

17.9%

33.2%

27.0%

19.4%

2.4%

Very safe Somewhat safe Somewhat unsafe Very unsafe NS/NR

51.1%
46.5%
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Romania’s security level - Profile

Do you consider Romania, at present, to be a safe or unsafe country in terms of national security?
(% very safe and somewhat safe)

51.1%
47%

77%
81%

37%

59%

44%

70%

51% 48%
44%

36%

50%

74%

61% 61%
53%

42%

53%
49%

57%
65%

54% 55%
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Romania’s security level - Profile

Do you consider Romania, at present, to be a safe or unsafe country in terms of national security?
(% somewhat unsafe and very unsafe)

46.5% 48%

22%
18%

62%

39%

53%

26%

46% 49%
54%

61%

48%

25%
33% 36%

44%

56%

45%
49%

40%
33%

40%
44%
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Threats to national security

In your opinion, which of the following is currently the main threat to Romania's national security?
(% total sample)

35.3%

19.4% 18.7%

5.8% 5.3% 4.3% 3.0%
1.1% 0.9% 2.0%

4.1%

Corruption Misinformation
and

manipulation of
public opinion

(fake news,
influencing
democratic
processes)

Economic
instability

A military
attack (external
aggression on
the territory)

Foreign
political

influence

Cyber attacks
(on critical

infrastructure:
energy

networks,
banks,

hospitals)

Energy crisis Acts of
terrorism and

sabotage

Espionage Other NS/NR
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Romania's involvement in a war

How concerned are you about the possibility of Romania's involvement in a war in the coming 

years? (% total sample)

31.0%
33.1%

5.2%

29.1%

1.6%

36.9%

31.1%

6.1%

25.2%

0.8%

Very concerned Somewhat concerned Somewhat
unconcerned

Very little concerned /
Not at all

NS/NR

23-27 February (before the attack on Iran) 3-13 March (after the attack on Iran)
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Romania's involvement in a war - Profile

How concerned are you about the possibility of Romania's involvement in a war in the coming years?
 (% very concerned and somewhat concerned)

64.1%
73%

54%
60%

71%

52%

76%

58%

68%
62% 65%

80%

61%

52%
56% 57%

63%
70%

63% 62% 60%
57%

63%
56%
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Romania's involvement in a war - Profile

How concerned are you about the possibility of Romania's involvement in a war in the coming years?
 (% somewhat unconcerned and very little concerned/not at all)

34.3%

25%

46%
39%

28%

46%

23%

42%

30%
37%

32%

18%

38%

47% 44%
40%

36%
28%

36% 37% 39% 42%
36%

42%
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Topics related to conflicts and other global 
themes. Last 30 days

Keywords in news and posts, and their tone! More

negative than positive is written about the USA and

Donald Trump. Effect = weakening of trust in these actors.

The tone remains dominantly negative towards Israel in

recent months



REPORT TITLEREPORT TITLEwww.inscop.ro

Political and military alliances

In your opinion, what direction should Romania take in terms of political and military alliances?

 (% total sample)

76.8%

10.1% 13.1%

WEST (i.e. the EU, the US, NATO) EAST (i.e. Rusia, China) NS/NR
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Political and military alliances - Profile

In your opinion, what direction should Romania take in terms of political and military alliances?

 (% West)

76.8%
86%

94% 94%

65%

80%
74%

82%

70%
74%

82%
74% 77% 80%

86%
78% 76% 74% 76%

72%
81% 81% 81%

72%
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Political and military alliances - Profile

In your opinion, what direction should Romania take in terms of political and military alliances?

 (% East)

10.1% 8%
4% 5%

16%
9% 11% 12% 14%

9% 7%
11% 10% 9%

4%
10% 13%

9% 12% 15%
11% 8% 7%

13%
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Romania's withdrawal from NATO

Do you personally believe that Romania should leave NATO or not? (% total sample)

18.7%

76.2%

5.1%8.1%

88.1%

3.8%
11.8%

84.4%

3.8%

Yes No NS/NR

ian.22 dec.24 feb.26
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Romania's withdrawal from NATO - Profile

Do you personally believe that Romania should leave NATO or not? (% Yes)

11.8%
8%

3% 4%

16%
10% 13%

8%
16% 17%

6%
13% 13%

7%
3%

10% 12% 15% 13% 14% 11% 8% 9%
16%
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Romania's exit from the European Union

Do you personally believe that Romania should leave the European Union or not? (% total sample)

25.2%

71.7%

3.1%
9.4%

88.1%

2.5%

22.2%

74.4%

3.4%

Yes No NS/NR

ian.22 dec.24 feb.26
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Romania's exit from the European Union - Profile

Do you personally believe that Romania should leave the European Union or not? (% Yes)

22.2%
15%

7% 7%

37%

20%
25%

11%

25% 25% 24% 23% 25%

14%
6%

26%
22% 24% 22% 25%

19% 17% 14%

27%
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Regarding the situation in Iran, some people believe that Iran’s nuclear program poses a major threat to the world. 

Others believe that Iran has the right to possess nuclear weapons for self-defense. In this context, do you consider 

the military actions taken by the U.S. and Israel against Iran to be justified or unjustified? (% total eșantion)

11.9%

21.1%

26.5%

21.4%
19.0%

Very justified Somewhat justified Somewhat unjustified Very unjustified NS/NR

Military actions against Iran
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The situation in Iran brings high 

visibility, reaching virtually all 

Romanians. Negative tone, 

with an increase in fear of war

Iran
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France’s “Nuclear Umbrella”

Some European Union member states are discussing the possibility of extending France’s “nuclear 

umbrella.” The term “nuclear umbrella” refers to a security guarantee whereby a state possessing nuclear 

weapons commits to providing protection to other allied states. In this context, would you be in favor of or 

opposed to Romania participating in such a European project initiated by France? (% total eșantion)

22.2%
17.1%

13.8%

37.2%

9.0%

0.7%

Strongly agree Somewhat
agree

Somewhat
disagree

Strongly
disagree

Don't know /
Can't say

NR

39.3%
51.0%
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France’s “Nuclear Umbrella” - Profile

Some European Union member states are discussing the possibility of extending France’s “nuclear umbrella.” The term 

“nuclear umbrella” refers to a security guarantee whereby a state possessing nuclear weapons commits to providing 

protection to other allied states. In this context, would you be in favor of or opposed to Romania participating in such a 

European project initiated by France? (% Agree)

39.3%
34%

65%

75%

32%
40% 39%

63%

44%

34%
29% 31%

38%

53% 53%
47%

35% 34%
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France’s “Nuclear Umbrella” - Profile

Some European Union member states are discussing the possibility of extending France’s “nuclear umbrella.” The term 

“nuclear umbrella” refers to a security guarantee whereby a state possessing nuclear weapons commits to providing 

protection to other allied states. In this context, would you be in favor of or opposed to Romania participating in such a 

European project initiated by France? (% Disagree)

51.0% 53%

33%

21%

63%

53%
49%

33%

50% 52%
59%

53% 53%

43% 40%
47%

55% 53%
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Hosting of French nuclear weapons

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the deployment of French nuclear weapons on 

Romanian territory? (% total eșantion)

12.6% 12.1%
16.0%

52.9%

5.6%
0.7%

Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat
disagree

Strongly
disagree

Don't know /
Can't say

NR

24.7%
68.9%
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Hosting of French nuclear weapons - Profile

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the deployment of French nuclear weapons on Romanian 

territory? (% Agree)

24.8%
19%

40%

54%

25%
30%

20%

45%

30%

20%
15%

26%
21%

34% 37%

26% 26%
21%
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Hosting of French nuclear weapons - Profile

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the deployment of French nuclear weapons on Romanian 

territory? (% Disagree)

68.9% 69%

53%

44%

73%
66%

71%

53%

67% 71%
76%

66%
72%

64% 61%

70% 69% 70%
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Trust in countries

How much trust do you have in the following countries? (% very much and quite a lot)

55.8%

46.8%

41.9% 41.7% 41.6%

29.9% 29.2% 28.6%

21.2% 20.1%
16.8%

12.6%

SUA Marea
Britanie

Franța Germania Polonia Republica
Moldova

Bulgaria Turcia Serbia Ungaria Ucraina Rusia
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Major geopolitical players
Vulnerability: the tone that is starting to be rather negative, in mentions of the 

US in Romania, compared to European states, or even compared to China
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Visibility of major geopolitical actors

Note the extensive increase in US visibility in 2026, with a negative tone
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Trust in countries - Profile

How much trust do you have in the following countries? USA (% very much and quite a lot)

55.8%

66%
60%

55%
61% 58%

54%
58%

47%
55%

63%
56% 59%

47%
54% 57% 58%

54% 54% 56% 55% 55%
59%

47%
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REPORT TITLEREPORT TITLEwww.inscop.ro

Trust in countries - Profile

How much trust do you have in the following countries? United Kingdom (% very much and quite a lot)

46.8%
42%

73%
78%

36%

53%

41%
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47%
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REPORT TITLEREPORT TITLEwww.inscop.ro

Trust in countries - Profile

How much trust do you have in the following countries? France (% very much and quite a lot)

41.9% 42%

73%
78%

28%

51%

34%

56%
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59%
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REPORT TITLEREPORT TITLEwww.inscop.ro

Trust in countries - Profile

How much trust do you have in the following countries? Ukraine (% very much and quite a lot)

16.8% 18%

34%

47%

7%

21%
13%

29%

15% 12%
17%

13% 15%

27%
21% 22% 19%

12%
17% 15%
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REPORT TITLEREPORT TITLEwww.inscop.ro

Trust in countries - Profile

How much trust do you have in the following countries? Russia (% very much and quite a lot)

12.6% 11%
4% 3%

22%

13% 12%
18% 16% 13%

6%
12% 13% 11%

4%

15% 15% 12% 14%
18% 17% 15%
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REPORT TITLEREPORT TITLEwww.inscop.ro

Who would play the leading role in repelling an attack?

In the event of an armed conflict on Romanian territory, which of the following do you think would 

play the leading role in repelling the attack? (% total sample)

38.3%

27.6%

19.6%

8.6%
5.9%

NATO (by activating
Article 5)

Countries with which
Romania has bilateral
strategic partnerships
(e.g., the US, France,
Germany, or the UK)

The Romanian Army
(through its own

forces)

The European Union
(through military

cooperation between
member states)

NS/NR



REPORT TITLEREPORT TITLEwww.inscop.ro

Compliance with Article 5 of the NATO

Article 5 of NATO states that if a member country is attacked, the other countries must help it, including 

militarily. Which of the following NATO countries do you think would comply with this obligation if 

Romania were attacked? (% Yes, they would comply with this obligation if Romania were attacked)

75.6%
69.4% 69.3%

63.9% 61.7%

40.6%

USA Germany France United Kingdom Poland Hungary



REPORT TITLEREPORT TITLEwww.inscop.ro

Compliance with Article 5 of the NATO- Profile

Article 5 of NATO states that if a member country is attacked, the other countries must help it, including 

militarily. Which of the following NATO countries do you think would comply with this obligation if Romania 

were attacked? USA (% Yes)

75.6%
80% 78%

73%

82%
77% 74% 77%

71% 74%
80% 77% 77%

70% 72%
76% 75% 76% 74% 73% 72% 69% 71%

67%
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REPORT TITLEREPORT TITLEwww.inscop.ro

Compliance with Article 5 of the NATO- Profile

Article 5 of NATO states that if a member country is attacked, the other countries must help it, including 

militarily. Which of the following NATO countries do you think would comply with this obligation if Romania 

were attacked? Germany (% Yes)

69.4%
74%

87%
80%

59%

74%

65%

82%

67%
72%

63% 66% 68%

78% 76%

67% 70% 69% 71% 69%
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REPORT TITLEREPORT TITLEwww.inscop.ro

Compliance with Article 5 of the NATO- Profile

Article 5 of NATO states that if a member country is attacked, the other countries must help it, including 

militarily. Which of the following NATO countries do you think would comply with this obligation if Romania 

were attacked? France (% Yes)

69.3% 70%

93% 95%

57%

75%

64%

81%

62%

74%
66%

59%

70%

80% 77%
69% 67% 69% 71%
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REPORT TITLEREPORT TITLEwww.inscop.ro

Compliance with Article 5 of the NATO- Profile

Article 5 of NATO states that if a member country is attacked, the other countries must help it, including 

militarily. Which of the following NATO countries do you think would comply with this obligation if Romania 

were attacked? United Kingdom (% Yes)

63.9% 67%

80%
85%

60%

70%

59%

75%

61% 61% 64%
59%

63%

73%
68% 66%
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REPORT TITLEREPORT TITLEwww.inscop.ro

Compliance with Article 5 of the NATO- Profile

Article 5 of NATO states that if a member country is attacked, the other countries must help it, including 

militarily. Which of the following NATO countries do you think would comply with this obligation if Romania 

were attacked? Poland (% Yes)

61.7% 61%

86%

76%

54%

71%

53%

68%

51%
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67%
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REPORT TITLEREPORT TITLEwww.inscop.ro

Compliance with Article 5 of the NATO- Profile

Article 5 of NATO states that if a member country is attacked, the other countries must help it, including 

militarily. Which of the following NATO countries do you think would comply with this obligation if Romania 

were attacked? Hungary (% Yes)

40.6% 44% 43%

29%

42%
38%

43%

64%

41% 38%
31%
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REPORT TITLEREPORT TITLEwww.inscop.ro

Increase in defense spending

Personally, do you agree or disagree with Romania significantly increasing its defense spending in 

order to defend its sovereignty in the event of military aggression? (% total sample)

75.6%

21.5%

2.9%

Agree Disagree NS/NR



REPORT TITLEREPORT TITLEwww.inscop.ro

Increase in defense spending - Profile

Personally, do you agree or disagree with Romania significantly increasing its defense spending in order to 

defend its sovereignty in the event of military aggression? (% Agree)

75.6%
81%

87% 86%

67%
73%

78%
72% 70% 73%
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REPORT TITLEREPORT TITLEwww.inscop.ro

Increase in defense spending- Profile

Personally, do you agree or disagree with Romania significantly increasing its defense spending in order to 

defend its sovereignty in the event of military aggression? (% Disagree)

21.5%
16%

12% 14%

30%
25%

19%
26% 27% 24%

12%
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The importance of investment in the defense industry

How important is it for you that the state supports investment in the defense industry? 
(% total sample)

61.3%

24.2%

3.4%
9.6%

1.4%

Very important Somewhat
important

Somewhat
unimportant

Very unimportant
/ Not at all

NS/NR

85.5%



REPORT TITLEREPORT TITLEwww.inscop.ro

Arms production in Romania

How important do you consider the production of weapons and military equipment in Romania to be, 

rather than importing them? (% total sample)

69.2%

19.5%

6.3% 2.7% 2.3%

Very important Somewhat
important

Somewhat
unimportant

Very unimportant/
Not at all

NS/NR

88.7%
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Development of industrial and technological capabilities

How important do you consider it for Romania to develop its internal industrial and technological 

capabilities in the defense sector, in terms of production, maintenance, and innovation? (% total 
sample)

69.3%

22.1%

3.6% 3.3% 1.7%

Very important Quite important Not very
important

Not important at
all

NS/NR

91.4%
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Development of military technologies in the private sector

How confident are you in the ability of the private sector in Romania to develop modern military 

technologies (e.g., drones, electronic systems, military software)? (% total sample)

27.6%

34.0%

16.9% 17.5%

3.9%

Very much Quite a lot Quite a little Very little / Not
at all

NS/NR

61.6%

34.4%
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Solutions for ensuring national security 

In your opinion, what is the most important solution for ensuring Romania's national security? (% 
total sample)

50.0%

14.8% 13.3% 12.4% 9.5%

Development of
national defense
technologies and

production

Call for
international

security guarantees

Import of military
technology from

allies

Neutrality in terms
of military alliances

NS/NR
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Integration of drones into defense capabilities

To what extent do you agree or disagree with investments for the integration of unmanned aerial 

systems (drones) into Romania's defense capabilities? (% total sample)

36.0% 36.2%

9.5%

14.4%

4.0%

To a very large
extent

To a fairly large
extent

To a fairly small
extent

To a very small
extent / Not at all

NS/NR

72.1%
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Support for companies developing military technologies

Do you think the Romanian state should support private or public companies that invest in modern 

military technologies? (e.g., drones, electronic systems, military software) (% total sample)

60.8%

27.0%

3.9% 6.1%
2.1%

Definitely YES Probably YES Probably NO Definitely NO NS/NR

87.8%
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Perception of hybrid warfare

To what extent do you consider that Romania is currently affected by hybrid warfare actions 

(disinformation, economic pressure, cyber attacks)? (% total sample)

33.4%
36.8%

12.4% 12.4%

5.0%

To a very large
extent

To a fairly large
extent

To a fairly small
extent

To a very small
extent / not at all

NS/NR

70.2%
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Risk of cyber attacks

How high do you consider the risk of serious cyber attacks on public institutions in Romania to be? 
(% total sample)

32.7%

37.5%

15.8%
11.5%

2.6%

Very high Quite high Quite small Very small/
Not at all

NS/NR

70.2%
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Crisis preparedness programs

In your opinion, should the state provide citizens with the following types of crisis preparedness 

programs: Courses for drone operators in high schools and technical colleges (% total sample)

81.4%

16.7%

1.9%

Yes No NS/NR
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Crisis preparedness programs

In your opinion, should the state provide citizens with the following types of crisis preparedness 

programs: Measures to detect misinformation (% total sample)

88.3%

10.0%
1.7%

Yes No NS/NR
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Crisis preparedness programs

In your opinion, should the state provide citizens with the following types of crisis preparedness 

programs: First aid measures (% total sample)

97.5%

1.7% 0.8%

Yes No NS/NR
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Crisis preparedness programs

In your opinion, should the state provide citizens with the following types of crisis preparedness 

programs: Emergency evacuation procedures (% total sample)

94.4%

4.3% 1.4%

Yes No NS/NR
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Thank you!Thank you!

!
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